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To my opinion this short manuscript is worth to be published in the form of a study protocol in "BMJ open". Nevertheless, a native speaker should go through the text, and the references should be updated.
The authors describe a thorough protocol (approved by ethics committee of the Medical Faculty of the University of Bonn) using • a mixed methods approach (combining a quantitative survey with qualitative semi-structured interviews in breast-cancer patients five to six years after diagnosis) and linking date to data from prior waves during hospitalization, ten and forty weeks after hospital discharge as well as routine data from the German Statutory Pension Insurance Scheme and German Cancer Society • survey focuses on analysing psychosocial and sociodemographic inequalities regarding medical rehabilitation and occupational rehabilitation utilisation • interviews focus on experiences with and barriers and drivers of a successful rehabilitation
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This paper is a description of the mixed method study of facilitator and barriers to RTW among breast cancer patients who underwent surgery. The project is focused on patients in Germany in a representative sample of treatment centers. The purpose of this paper is to describe a research protocol. There are three issues I would note:
1. The justification for the research could be better grounded in the current research literature. The here are other studies on faciliators and barriers to RTW in cancer patients so what does this project add. If it is simply it is. in Germany why is this important? These arguments can be made but the auhthors don't.
2. The literature is quite limited. There is a broader literature on cancer parent RTW that should be referenced. The references seem Germany-focused 3. In the Methods there could be more info ration on the outcomes/predictors measurement and also al little more on the mixed methods for ease of replicability.
Overall, a very nice paper. Answer: Thank you for your suggestions. The manuscript has been proof read by a native English speaker according to your advice. Additionally, we added more recent literature (pp. 2-3).
